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NOMINATION OF EDWIN R. PRICE TO BE A MEMBER OF 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 1953 


Unirep Srares SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON LABOR AND PuBLic WELFARE, 
Washington, D. C. 

The committee met at 9:59 a. m., pursuant to notice, in room P-63 
of the Capitol, Senator H. Alexander Smith, chairman of the com- 
mittee, presiding. 

Present: Senators Smith (presiding), Aiken, Griswold, Purtell, 
Goldwater, Murray, Hill, Neely, Douglas, and Lehman. 

Also present: Senator John Sherman Cooper, of Kentucky. 

The CuarrmMan. The committee will be in order. 

We have for the consideration of the committee this morning the 
nomination of Edwin R. Price to be a member of the Coal Mine 
Safety Board of Review. At this point in the record we will insert 
the biographical sketch of the nominee, copies of which have been 
placed before the members of the committee. 

(The biographical sketch is as follows: ) 


Born: January 10, 1889, Meyersdale, Pa 

Graduated Meyersdale High School, class of 1905 

Employed: Operating and engineering departments, Consolidation Coal Co., 
Somerset, Pa., 1906-13. Transferred October 1913 to Miller’s Creek division 
of Consolidation Coal Co., Van Lear, Ky. Manager, Miller’s Creek division, 
Consolidation Coal Co., Van Lear, Ky., 1917-28. Manager of mines, Eik Horn 
Coal Corp., Wheelwright, Ky., 1928—April 1, 1980. April 1, 1930, to present 
date, manager, coal properties, Inland Steel Co., Wheelwright, Ky 

Member: M. E. Church South, Wheelwright, Ky. 

Member: Wheelwright Golf Club. 

Life member: Meyersdale, Pa., Masonic Lodge No. 554. 

Chairman, coal division, American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical 
Engineers, 29 West 39th Street, New York, for year ending February 15, 1950. 
National chairman, program committee for 1950 Convention of American Mining 
Congress. 

Member, Coal Conservation Committee of National Bituminous Coal Advisory 
Council until it was dissolved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

Member, advisory council, American Mining Congress. 

Member, Kentucky Mining Institute. 

Member, Big Sandy-Elkhorn Coal Mining Institute. 

Chairman, coal industry advisory committee, Ohio River Valley Water Sanita- 
tion Commission. 

Member, executive committee of mining development, Committee of Bitu- 
minous Coal Research. 

Member, mineral industries advisory committee, Kentucky Geological Survey 
(University of Kentucky). 

Member, Board of trustees, Berea College, Berea, Ky. 

Member and vice chairman, board of regents, Morehead State College, More- 
head, Ky. 

Member of board of trustees, Pine Mountain Settlement School, Pinemount, Ky. 

Vice chairman and secretary of the board of trustees of Pine Mountain Settle- 
ment School. 
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Member, board of trustees, Kentucky Independent ewe Foundation. 
Member, engineering committee, Boy Scouts of America (National). 
Member, executive committee, region IV, Boy Scouts of America (Kentucky, 
West Virginia, and Ohio). 
Vice chairman, Tri-State Protestant Committee on Scouting. 
Member, Lonesome Pine Council, Boy Scouts of America and council repre- 


sentative on the national committee. 5.3 
Chairman, camp development committee, Lonesome Pine Council, Boy Seouts 


of America. , 

Member, American Newcomen Society. 

The Cuatrman. We have our distinguished colleague, Senator 
Cooper, with us, who asks the privilege of introducing Mr. Price to us. 

Senator Cooper. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, 
I just asked for a moment to introduce to you Mr. Edwin R. Price, of 
Wheelwright, Ky., who has been nominaied to the Federal Coal Mine 
Safety Board of Review, to represent management. Mr. Price was 
born in Pennsylvania but has lived in Kentucky since 1907. From 
the standpoint of experience, I think that his record indicates. his 
qualifications in that over nearly 47 years he has been engaged in the 
active operation and management of coal properties. 

Today he is the manager of the Inland Sieel Co. properties in 
Wheelwright, Ky., and I think this is one of the finest mining towns in 
Kentucky. I understand that their safety record is a good record. 
I think also he has shown during his life a sense of public interest in 
his religious work and school work, and in his public work he has 
indicated that interest. 

Mr. Price has been a member of the board of trustees of three of 
our schools in Kentucky, and one of them, Morehead Teachers 
College, by reason of an appointment by my colleague, Senator 
Clements. I think also that he has a record of fairness which | 
believe also qualifies him for this job. 

I am happy to introduce Mr. Price, and recommend him for this 
appoimtment. 
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The Caarrman. Mr. Price, we would like very much to have you 
make a statement of your background and experience for this import- 
ant post. 

Mr. Price. I was born in Meyersdale, Pa., on January 10, 1889. 
After graduating from high school I became identified with the coal 
industry and have been associated with the operating end of the coal 
industry ever since. My first connection was with the Consolidation 
Coal Co. in its Pennsylvania division, in Somerset, Pa. I was then 
transferred to Kentucky when the coal industry was being developed 
there in 1917, and I became manager of the Miller’s Creek division 
of the Consolidation Coal Co. I was there until 1928 and then I 
became associated with the Elk Horn Coal Corp. 

When the Inland Steel Co. purchased the Wheelwright property 
from the Elk Horn Coal Corp., I became associated with the Inland 
Steel Co., and now I am manager of the coal properties of the Inland 
Steel Co. 

In Kentucky we own and have under lease 30,000 acres of very 
high grade metallurgical coal, and we also have large undeveloped 
properties in southern West Virginia, and in southern Illmois. 
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I might say, because we are very proud of it, that I think that we 
have in our operation one of the oustanding safety records in the coal 
industry in the Nation, Mr. Chairman. 

The Crarrman. Have you made a special study yourself of safety 
measures to protect the workers? 

Mr. Price. Yes; I have. 

Thé Cuarrman. That of course would be important in qualifying 
you for this post. 

Mr. Price. I might say this, that we brought in the Bureau of 
Mines last year to instruct all of our mine workers in a coal-mine 
accident prevention course. We liked that course so much that we 
insisted that all of our contract employees, our employees in our stores 
and offices also take that training, as well as our supervisory men. In 
following that program, we brought the Bureau in to instruct our 
supervisory men, about 80 in number, on the Public Law 552, and to 
give our supervisory men the Bureau of Mines course in accident 
prevention also. 

We had representatives of the State in at the same time to instruct 
our men and explain the Kentucky mining law. All of those things, 
I think, have contributed in a very substantial measure to our fine 
accident record. We have had very fine support from our men, and 
from the union on both the district and the national level. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much. Senator Griswold, I will 
ask you to begin the questioning. 

Senator Griswo.p. I have no questions except to inquire as to the 
location in the Federal setup of the Coal Mine Safety Roald. 

Mr. Price. Well, the Federal Coal Mine Safety Board of Review 
was created by Public Law 552. 

Senator Griswo.p. Is that in the Bureau of Mines? 

Mr. Price. Well, its work is in connection with the work of the 
Bureau of Mines. 

Senator Griswo.p. Do they sit as a sort of judicial board to review 
matters, or is it an administrative agency? 

Mr. Pricer. It is a board of review and it sits as a judicial board, | 
should say. It is to review any complaints that the industry may 
have on a finding of a Federal inspector, and any operator can appeal 
either directly to the Bureau or to the Board of Review. When | 
say the Bureau, I have reference to the Director of the United States 
Bureau of Mines. 

Senator Griswo.p. That is all that I have. 

The CHarrMan. Senator Lehman. 

Senator Lenman. I have no questions. 

The Cuarrman. Senator Purtell. 

Senator Purte i. I have no questions. 

The CuarrMan. Senator Douglas. 

Senator Dovetas. I would like to ask Mr. Price if he is in sympathy 
with the Federal Mine Safety Act? 

Mr. Price. I am, Senator. 

Senator Douveias. As a member of the Board of Review, if it was 
found that a mine was markedly dusty, would vou hesitate in ordering 
it closed? 

Mr. Price. I think the closing down would come from the inspector. 

Senator Doveias. But you would act as a board? 

Mr. Price. We would support it. 
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Senator DouGias. Suppose it was found that the mine. was 
markedly dusty, and remedial measures had not been taken, Would 
you hesitate in closing it down? 

Mr. Price. I would have no hesitancy in doing that. 

Senator Doucias. Have you had experience in rock dusting? 

Mr. Price. Yes, sir. 

Senator Dove.as. Do you find it generally valuable? 

Mr. Price. Yes, I do, and I might say to you that in the last three 
inspections by the Federal inspectors, there were found no substand- 
ard conditions and no violations of the Federal Safety Code in our 
mines. I will correct that to say there were some minor violations, 
but they were corrected immediately at the time of the inspection. 

Senator Dove.as. In addition to rock-dusting, what other measures 
do you think should be adopted to reduce the possibilities of catastro- 
phic mine explosions? 

Mr. Price. That would be pretty difficult to answer. 

Senator Douatas. I would suggest that you mention two or three. 

Mr. Price. Of course, ventilation is highly important. 

Senator Dovetas. How do you think mines should. meet that 
problem? 

Mr. Price. Well, they should comply with the law that requires 
6,000 cubic feet of air, and the requirement that the quantity and 
quality of air shall not exceed a certain amount of methane. 

Senator Doucias. What about safety lamps? 

Mr. Price. Oh, ves, that is a requirement. 

Senator DovGias. Can you mention any others? 

Mr. Price. Well, safety regents of course, improved equip- 
ment is necessary, and all of that is set out in the law which governs 
the Board of Review. 

Senator DouGias. Suppose the mine says it would be too expen- 
sive to put in rock-dusting. 

Mr. Price. That would not be an answer. 

Senator Dovcuas. That is all, 

The CHarrRMAN. Senator Goldwater. 

Senator GoLpwarter. I have no questions. 

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Neely. 

Senator Neety. | have just one question. | presume you are 
aware of the fact that the majority of the coal operators who testified 
with regard to the last Federal inspection law were opposed to it. 
Since you represent the coal operators’ group | am just asking you for 
the record whether that fact that the operators generally are “opposed 
to the Federal inspection of mines and opposed to the present. law on 
that subject—-would that affect you in any way in the enforcement of 
the law? 

Mr. Price. It would not, Senator. I think probably that opposi- 
tion that you speak of perhaps stemmed from the thought of Govern- 
ment and Federal intrusion, but I think largely the act has operated 
so that that fear has been largely dispelled on the part of the substan- 
tial operators in the industry. 

Senator Nexty. Without any reservations, then, you would en- 
deavor to enforce the law to the letter regardless of who was for it and 
who was against it, as long as it was on the statute books, and if you 
held this office you would enforce the law? 

Mr. Pricr. That is right. 
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Senator Griswo.tp. Is there some plan for cooperative effort 
between the Federal agencies, the inspectors, and the State agencies? 

Mr. Price. Yes, there is a State plan. 

Senator Griswotp. In most States I assume if the State is at all 
cooperative the Federal agency is willing to cooperate with them? 

Mr. Price. Yes. 1 have found there is a high degree of coopera- 
tion. In addition to that the law provides for a State plan in which 
there is a detailed plan for cooperation between the Federal agencies 
and the State agencies. 

Senator Griswo.p. I consider that very important, whether it is 
a requirement of the law or not. I think one great example of such 
cooperation is in connection with the operations of the FBI. The 
Federal: Bureau: of Investigation’ is ‘not required by ‘law, as I under- 
stand it, to cooperate, but there is no agency of Government that does 
a better job of cooperating with State or local police departments, 
and it makes for a much better enforcement of the law. It promotes 
good feeling and cooperative effort on both sides to see that laws 
are enforced. They are both seeking to reach the same point. 

Mr. Price. I can only speak, of course, for my own State of Ken- 
tucky; but, for instance, when the Bureau of Mines representatives 
came in to give its course in accident prevention to our eighty-odd 
mine supervisors, our State people entered into the program with a 
fine spirit and there was evidence of that between both sets of in- 
spectors. - Whether that is truéof all the States, I do not know. 

Senator Griswo.p. You do feel that that is the ideal situation? 

Mr. Price. I do indeed, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Senator Murray. 

Senator Murray. I have no questions. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any further questions of the witness? 

If there are no further question, we will thank the witness and 
conclude .the hearings at-this point: 

(Whereupon the he ~aring was adjourned. ) 





